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We all know the basics of what a student-athlete needs to do 
to compete at our schools. But what are these “basics” based 
on?

How do student-athletes get to, and stay at, your school?

When are student-athletes eligible to practice or 
compete?

How about rules relating to graduate students and 
transfers?

Some examples:



The bible

https://www.ncaapublications.com



How do student-athletes get to, and stay at, your institution?



When are student-athletes eligible to practice or 
compete?



What about graduate students and post-baccalaureate 
participation?

Note, there is a waiver process that allows non-
DIII graduate students and post-baccs to play at 

DIII institutions if they meet the criteria.



How about transfer students?

Several important exceptions!

How do you learn about these exceptions 
and, in general, dig deeper into the rules?



Learning more about the rules: ncaa.org



Note I’ve clicked DIII

I could have left unchecked for 
all categories – a good first 
approach





How did I pick this Ed 
Column? I tried several 
first and found this 
one was useful!



Note, the column continues a while with examples



Learning more about the rules: ncaa.org



The Learning Portal contains DIII University 
along with Regional Rules content

I’ve been talking about transfer rules and exceptions. I wanted to learn more.

The following slides are “borrowed” directly from the slides in 
this module prepared by Becca Trovato, NCAA.



Transfer Scenario Example
• Pam Beesly starts at a Division III institution and is eligible. She 

competes in volleyball for one semester. 

• Pam now wants to transfer to your institution. After receiving a 
self-release from Pam, the previous institution confirms she’s 
academically and athletically eligible.
o Can Pam transfer and be immediately eligible?

So, Pam started at a four-year institution and 
then transferred to your four-year institution.



Pam’s Transfer Assessment

Transfer 
Type

Bylaw 14.5.5.1.1
(Four-Year College Exceptions)

Bylaw 14.5.4.2 or 
14.5.5.1.3

(Two-Year 
Nonparticipation)

(a) Never 
practiced or 

competed

(b) 
Athletically and 

academically 
eligible had they 

remained

(c) Institution did 
not sponsor sport 

AND
Completed

24 or 36 
transferable 

degree credits, AND 
2 or 3 terms

4-4 X X X



Can Pam transfer and be immediately 
eligible?

• At the time of transfer, the student-athlete was athletically and 
academically eligible.

Bylaw 14.5.5.1.1-(b)

Yes



So, if you have an NCAA interpretative 
question:

•Check the Manual
•Check LSDBI
•Check the Learning Portal

These are only a few of a variety of resources available. 
Search around!

As the FAR, you should always feel free to ask your 
compliance people. And, if you want to go further, ask the 
NCAA Academic and Membership Affairs staff. They are 
really nice!
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